
Our Mission: Love God. Love Others.  Make Disciples.  Restore all Things in Christ. 
 

“Do Not Be Afraid” 
 

Easter 2020 
 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
 

Imagine an event where everything in your life is completely turned upside down.  All that is familiar,  
routine, comfortable seems to be no longer certain.  You have to choose and embrace some radical life 
changes in light of the new situation.  Certainly, the world-wide coronavirius pandemic could qualify as 
such an event.  These times can evoke anxiety, anger, doubt, depression, and fear.   
 

However, this Easter – more than ever – we must remind ourselves of an even more monumental and 
unique event in the world’s history. It’s called, “the Paschal Mystery” – the life, death, and resurrection of 
our Lord, Jesus Christ.  The Paschal Mystery makes our salvation possible through Christ’s self-giving love 
upon the Cross.  Jesus offers us a radical life-changing transformation in him by means of the sacraments.  
He calls us to commit our lives in giving witness to him by our selfless love for him and others.  Choosing to 
embrace this “event” will mean our lives may be forever changed and challenged.  But this Easter, instead 
of fear, we can experience hope.  Just as the angel told Mary Magdalene at the empty tomb, “Do not be 
afraid”, so we do not have to be afraid – especially now, even in these times! 
 

Pope Francis, in his recent extraordinary “Urbi Et Orbi” prayer and blessing for those affected by the  
pandemic, reminds us of this: 
 

The Lord asks us and, in the midst of our tempest, invites us to reawaken and put into practice 
that solidarity and hope capable of giving strength, support, and meaning to these hours when 
everything seems to be floundering. The Lord awakens so as to reawaken and revive our Easter 
faith. 
 

We have an anchor: by his cross, we have been saved. We have a rudder: by his cross, we have 
been redeemed. We have hope: by his cross, we have been healed and embraced so that nothing 
and no one can separate us from his redeeming love. 
 

In the midst of isolation when we are suffering from a lack of tenderness and chances to meet up, 
and we experience the loss of so many things, let us once again listen to the proclamation that 
saves us: “He is risen” and is living by our side. 
 

The Lord asks us from his cross to rediscover the life that awaits us, to look towards those who 
look to us, to strengthen, recognize and foster the grace that lives within us. Let us not quench 
the wavering flame (cf. Is 42:3) that never falters, and let us allow hope to be rekindled. 
 

Let us continue to pray for those who are physically suffering from the virus, those who are assisting them, 
those affected emotionally and financially, and – of course - those who have died.  
 

Let us, as a parish community, open our hearts to the power and love of Christ.  In our families,  
neighborhoods, parish, communities, and workplaces – we are called to actively, courageously, and boldly 
walk with others in faith and to be an instrument of Christ’s forgiving, healing, and self-giving love for 
those around us.   This is what it means to live in hope, to be an Easter people.  Do Not Be Afraid! 
 

Fr. David Fleming, Pastor 


